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Campaign 
Overview

Let’s talk about it.
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What we heard 
across New York:
Through 23 Listen + Learn sessions, more than 450 New 
Yorkers—including over 300 youth—told OCM how 
cannabis is showing up in their lives and communities.

Cannabis is visible across NY. Education often arrives later.

Young people have questions. Parents want help answering them.

Information is everywhere…but trusted information is harder to find.

Communities want facts, not fear. Cannabis honestly 

was built to 

respond to  

those needs.

Campaign Overview

For more information
or to read the report visit: cannabis.ny.gov/listen-learn-series
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listen &
Learn

report
Each conversation explored themes like:

Exploration
What participants already 
know, see, or believe about 
cannabis.

Curiosity
What questions or 
uncertainties they have 
about cannabis use, laws, 
and health.

Connection
How they prefer to learn new 
information and who they 
trust as messengers.

Context
What role cannabis plays in 
their community’s daily life 
and culture.

450 Participants Across 23 
Sessions Statewide

Youth Ages 
Ranged From

Most participants 
were about 15 

years old.9-21
years old

Most adults were

60-69
Followed

by those


30–39 years 
old.

years old

For more information
or to read the report visit: cannabis.ny.gov/listen-learn-series

https://cannabis.ny.gov/listen-learn-series


Community Partner Toolkit Guide

Key Stats From the Listen and Learn Report:


450+ Participants Across 23 
Sessions Statewide

These insights reflect real, diverse

community experiences.

1 10in
adults feel confident 

talking about cannabis

Adults need tools, scripts, and 
support—not just information.

85%
of youth discussions 
raised mental health

Cannabis education 
should include coping 

strategies and emotional 
health support. 60%

of youth turn to 
parents first

Trusted adults are the most 
important messengers.

1 4in
youth misunderstand 

the legal age

Clear, simple education 
about what’s legal 

matters.

Campaign Overview

Turning insight 
into action.

OCM heard some of the best practies for 
talking about cannabis include: 


Start with curiosity

Stay calm and open

Keep the conversation open

Focus on facts rather than fear or judgement 
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So...
what is

Built through community input, youth 
feedback, and expert guidance, the 
campaign provides trusted information, 
practical tools, and educational resources 
designed to support real-life situations and 
everyday conversations. Whether someone 
is looking for facts, preparing for a 
conversation, or trying to make sense of 
information they've seen online,  
Cannabis Honestly offers a place to start.

Campaign Overview

Cannabis Honestly is a statewide education campaign 
developed by the New York State Office of Cannabis 
Management (OCM) to help young people ages 11–17, parents, 
caregivers, family members, and other trusted adults navigate 
conversations about cannabis.

C A M P a I G N  G O A L S

Increase access to trusted cannabis information

Support informed, honest conversations

Address common myths and misinformation

Provide practical tools and resources for real-life situations
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Get 
Involved
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Bringing
Cannabis Honestly

to your
community.

Community-based organizations and trusted local 
partners play an important role in connecting young 
people and families to information and support.


Together, we can expand access to information, 
support informed conversations, and connect 
communities to practical resources.

Get involved

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S  H E L P

Reach youth and families through trusted relationships

Expand access to evidence-informed cannabis education

Support honest, judgment-free conversations

Reduce confusion and misinformation

Connect communities to practical resources and tools
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How partners are using 
these resources

yOU KNOW YOUR COMMUNITY BEST! uSE THESE RESOURCES IN WAYS THAT REFLECT 
THE NEEDS, CULTURE, AND STRENGTHS OF THE PEOPLE YOU SERVE.

S h a r e  T h r o u g h  E x i s t i n g  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Add resources to newsletters


Feature content on your website


Share social media posts and videos

Include campaign information in

email communications

I n c o r p o r a t e  I n t o  
P r o g r a m s  a n d  E v e n t s

Parent and caregiver workshops

Youth programming

Community events and resource fairs

Health education activities

M a k e  R e s o u r c e s  
E a s y  t o  A c c e s s

Order and display materials in waiting 
rooms and community spaces

Add QR codes to bulletin boards

and resource hubs

Include educational materials in

welcome packets and take-home 

resources

S t a r t  
C o n v e r s a t i o n s

Use conversation guides 
with families and caregivers

Share tools with staff, volunteers, 
and community partners

Connect youth and trusted 
adults to additional resources
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Toolkit 
Resources

Let’s figure it out.
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WHAT’S

IN THE

TOOLKIT?

01
Social and 

Digital Design 
and Writing 
Guidelines

w h a t ’ s  i n c l u d e d

04
How to use the 
Web Resources

Order free campaign materials and more delivered to your door. 

Visit https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8386957/CELPOFor scan the 
QR code above to browse the full Cannabis Education Library 
including 35+ additional resources available in multiple languages.

02
Video and PSAs

05
Conversation 
and wellness 

Guides

Toolkit resources

03
Newsletter 
Templates

06
Print resources & 

library
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Cannabis Honestly 
Social Media Samples

Toolkit resources

We invite you to share posts directly from our  
Cannabis Honestly campaign social media channels, 
which can be found on Instagram and Facebook. You 
can also use the wide variety of social assets we've 
created and post them on your own channels. Please 
tag us @cannabishonestly if using Meta platforms so 
we can help amplify your messages!

This toolkit includes social media posts that can be used across 
Meta (Instagram and Facebook), Reddit, Snapchat, and TikTok, 
each with audience and language variants. The following pages 
give you examples, by message theme, of how the posts can be 
used and possible caption copy.

GET THE FACTS START THE CONVERSATION

VAPING IMPACTS SAFE STORAGE & QUESTIONS
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Applying Captions
Toolkit resources

THEME 1: GET THE FACTS THEME 2: START THE CONVERSATION

a l s o  a d a p t s  t o :

a l s o  a d a p t s  t o :
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THEME 3: vaping impacts

ME T  T

a l s o  a d a p t s  t o :

Toolkit resources

THEME 4: safe storage & questions

ME T  T

a l s o  a d a p t s  t o :

ME T  T

a l s o  a d a p t s  t o :
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PSAS
Y O U T H A D U L T

Toolkit resources
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Newsletters
Cannabis Honestly — Newsletter Blurb

Young people have questions about cannabis. Parents and trusted adults want to help, but often 
don’t know where to start.



Cannabis Honestly is a new statewide campaign from the NYS Office of Cannabis Management, 
grounded in extensive research and conversations with more than 450 New Yorkers, including over 
300 youth, about how cannabis is showing up in their lives.

From questions about mental health to gaps in trusted information, the research identified where 
young people and families need support most. To close those gaps, Cannabis Honestly offers 
factual information and practical tools that help young people, parents, and caregivers move from 
uncertainty to honest, judgment-free conversations about cannabis.



This Cannabis Honestly Community Engagement Toolkit translates those insights into free 
resources — conversation guides, educational materials, social media posts, and more — that are 
ready to share with the families and communities you serve.



🔗 Explore the campaign, download resources, and learn more at cannabishonestly.org


Toolkit resources
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cannabishonestly.org 
highlights
The website has been developed from what we heard in the 
OCM Listen and Learns. Young people and trusted adults 
wanted a resource where they can get up-to-date and 
accurate information. 

This includes: 

An interactive, personalized  Online Cannabis Convo 
Starter interactive, personalized, fact-based tool to 
help adults begin conversations with the young 
people in their lives

A glossary of common cannabis-related terms 

Digital and  print friendly resources 
available in English and Spanish 

FAQs 

Toolkit resources
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Cannabis 101
for

parents
& trusted

adults HELPING YOUTH  

NAVIGATE CANNABIS

Helps parents and trusted adults understand 
cannabis and reduce risks for young people 
with practical safety guidance. Covers cannabis 
basics, potency, safe storage, impaired driving, 
and how to identify regulated vs. unregulated 
products and retailers. 

Toolkit resources

a u d i e n c e

Parents and  
trusted adults

f o r m a t

4x11  Rack Card
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Caretakers
Who Use

cannabis
CONSUMING SAFELY WITH 

YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE HOME

Provides tips and best practices on safer, 
more responsible  consumption for adults  
who use cannabis and care for young people – 
including the importance of safe storage 
 and other safety considerations. 

Toolkit resources

a u d i e n c e

Parents and  
trusted adults

f o r m a t

8x11 Flyer
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Talking with
young people

about
weed

A CONVERSATION playbook 

FOR PARENTS, CAREGIVERS, 

AND TRUSTED ADULTS

Provides tailored guidance to build confidence  
+ provide real language to make parents and 
trusted adults more confident in talking about 
cannabis with the young people in their lives. 

Toolkit resources

a u d i e n c e

Parents and  
trusted adults

f o r m a t

8x11 Booklet
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Weeding
though the

myths
BREAKING DOWN THE MOST 

COMMON MYTHS WE HEARD 

FROM YOUNG PEOPLE

Addresses clear, myth-busting facts about 
weed so young people can better understand 
real risks, recognize misinformation, make safer 
choices, and know when and how to seek help. 

Toolkit resources

a u d i e n c e

Youth

(11-17 year olds) 

f o r m a t

4x11 Wallet Card
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Cannabis
facts

honestly
BREAKS DOWN SOME BASICS 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Provides clear, plain language facts about weed  
so young people can understand the real risks, 
question what they see online, make safer choices, 
and know when and how to reach out to a trusted 
adult or get support.

Toolkit resources

a u d i e n c e

Youth

(11-17 year olds) 

f o r m a t

4x11 Rack Card
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Rooted
in you

CULTIVATING  

WELLNESS TOGETHER

Empowers young people to seek healthy 

alternatives with practical coping strategies, 
reflective prompts, and engaging activities  
that strengthen resilience, self-awareness, 
and emotional well-being – outside of  
cannabis/substance use.

Toolkit resources

a u d i e n c e

Youth

(11-17 year olds) 

f o r m a t

8x11 Booklet
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RECOGNIZING THE CANNABIS 
EDUCATION ADVISORY PANEL

Cannabis Honestly was shaped by the guidance and expertise of the 
Cannabis Education Advisory Panel. Their contributions helped strengthen 

the campaign's educational resources, messaging, and approach.

The panel 
consists of 15 
members from 
across the state 
with expertise in:

Public Health

Education

Prevention

Healthcare

Youth Development

Family & Caregiver 
Perspectives

Scan the QR code to 
learn more about the 

Cannabis Education 
Advisory Panel!

Thank you to the members
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THANK YOU
for

partnering
with us

education@ocm.ny.gov cannabishonestlyq u e s t i o n s ?

Young people have questions.​

Families are looking for trusted information.​

Communities are asking for practical resources. ​

Together, we can help more New Yorkers navigate 
conversations about cannabis with honesty, 
curiosity, and care.

Did you know you can order free evidence-
informed cannabis education resources 

covering the law, health effects, safer use, 
medical cannabis, and more—including the 

complete Cannabis Honestly print 
collection via the Office of Cannabis 

Management’s Print Library!Scan here to visit 
cannabishonestly.org

canna.honestly

mailto:education@ocm.ny.gov
https://www.instagram.com/cannabishonestly/
https://www.facebook.com/canna.honestly/

